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can walk free
Where the soul

Welcome to Wertheim!

Get to know Wertheim – once a royal capital in the Middle Ages and now a
quintessential romantic town that invites you to take a break, travel in time,
wander around and experience. A town where history and cultural wealth
are alive and unexpected encounters wait just around the corner.
Yet at the same time, Wertheim will leave you feeling relaxed. The majestic river and cultural landscapes, which
have been influenced by local winemaking traditions,
ground and enrich us. Wertheim is a place best explored on
foot. Surrounded by natural beauty that inspires people or
lets them start over – such as with a more conscious lifestyle.

Inspirational forays among
rivers, wine and history.
This travel and experience magazine, developed for our guests with love,
expertise, care and imagination, would like to bring Wertheim’s development over the centuries to life, and showcase its modern personality among
the rivers as well as the cheerful, heartfelt hospitality seen here over the
years.
With this in mind, the following 28 pages present hand-picked ideas and
richly illustrated artistic impressions, sublime nature and everyday life, as
well as travel and experience offers – developed by open people for open
people.
We look forward to meeting you – or to seeing you again!
Yours,

Christiane Förster, CEO
and the TOURISMUS REGION WERTHEIM GmbH Team
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8 // Historic streets and narrow alleys

Good to know
No visit to Wertheim is
complete without an
entertaining guided
tour! Certified and
experienced guides,
who know and love
every stone of their
town, present its
treasures with heart,
knowledge and humour
– from the classic tour
including facts, anecdotes, recommendations
and insider tips to
unusual themed tours
that vary seasonally
and personalised group
offers. All information
can be found here:

www.tourismus-wertheim.com/
town-tours.html

Historic strEEts and narrow allEys // 9

A MODERN TOWN
in historic
clothing.
Up until the 15th Century, no less than 18 city gates served as entrances
into Wertheim. Today, you can still see three of them – the Maintor, the
Zolltor and the Kittsteintor along the banks of the Tauber. Directly behind
the Maintor lies the historic city centre, located at the confluence of the
Main and Tauber rivers. On a walk through the city, you will pass through
narrow alleyways and picturesque courtyards, and encounter magnificent
bourgeois houses, unique half-timbered houses, which characterise the image of Wertheim and can sometimes be traced back to the 16th Century, as
well as buildings that bear distinguished names and tell illustrious stories.
At the same time, Wertheim also has an unmistakeably modern character
– as a living, dynamic town on the move, as an economic centre, and of
course as a shopping haven! Let’s take a wander through the centuries in
the town.

YUMMIE
Some people say that a
city’s soul is best discovered
through traditional family-run
bakeries, butchers and inns.
They definitely have
a point there ...
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Parking
Visitors who would like to leave
their car behind will find around
2,100 parking spaces spread
between 16 car parks and three
underground car parks around
the Old Town. 550 of these
spaces are free of charge, and
the others are reasonably
priced. Most of the car parks are
wheelchair-accessible. Simply
follow the signs – these will also
direct you to Wertheim’s large
caravan park.

10 // sHopping

Shopping
in Wertheim
a stroll between tradition and innovation

In Wertheim itself, it’s the interaction between tradition, innovation and personality
that makes the medieval royal capital such a
popular shopping city. A world-renowned
company that has embodied this mix since
1914 is alﬁ GmbH. For over a century now,
alfi has managed to reinvent itself again and
again with innovative product features and
groundbreaking designs. With the support
of international designers, the company develops modern classics for premium vacuum flask brands and ships them from Wertheim all over the world. As such, the
romantic town in the Main-Tauber-Kreis
district is as much a home to world-leading
companies as it is to the small, inviting
shops that help paint the harmonic picture
of the Old Town. For instance, visitors wandering around the centre might come across
what is surely one of the country’s most beautiful toy shops, “Knecht Ruprecht Spiel-

waren”. The family-run business at the heart
of the Old Town not only delights young
children with its extensive range of educational toys, but has also been known to
make adults want to buy a toy or two. In
addition to the endless shops, your eye will
also be drawn to the small galleries, narrow
alleyways and picturesque courtyards when
you are out shopping.
Wertheim Village – enjoy a sensorial shopping experience
Only a stone’s throw from Wertheim, you
can fi nd Wertheim Village – a real shopping paradise. With over 110 fashion, beauty, living and lifestyle boutiques, there’s
something to suit every taste. Besides the
offers available year-round, Wertheim Village is especially well known for its outstanding customer service and unique architec-
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ture. It is this unique charm and stress-free,
relaxed atmosphere that will make your
shopping experience truly unforgettable. Visitors also rave about the food and drink on
offer, which is another highlight. The cuisine available is an excellent mix of trendy
and traditional. Whether you’re looking for
impressive latte art, cool street food or traditional Italian cuisine, Wertheim Village has
something to offer for everyone.

oUR InSIdER tIP
At our website, you can not only
find an overview of all shops,
but also useful information on
events, specials and current
offers.
www.wertheimvillage.com

12 // Silhouettes, towers and domes

Wertheim:
Home of
Art (Museums)

silHouEttEs, towErs and domEs // 13

just as much as “Painters of the 19th
Century” and the private collection,
“Porcelaine de Paris”. Whether you’re
a fan of Impressionism, painters from
Berlin, Romanticism, Realism or
French pieces from the Napoleonic
Era, every art lover will fi nd something
they love in the “Schlösschen im Hofgarten”.

Wertheim is often described as a small
town with a soul of glass. This moniker is thanks to the “Wertheim Glass
Museum”. In this enchanting museum, you can explore the history of
glass over 3000 years, spread across
three storeys. Besides glassware from
every era and luxury accessories, you
can marvel at some more whimsical
objects, like glass eyes staring out of
boxes. A highlight of the Glass Museum is a visit to the glass blower. Here,
real pieces of glass art emerge from
the 1200 degree Celsius flames.
Just a stone’s throw from the Glass
Museum, there is another museum dedicated to regional and historical art.
Inside the Old Town Hall, five exhibition spaces whisk visitors away to a different world. Whether it’s a trip into
the world of local myth and legend, or
into historic art collections – the
“Wertheim County Museum” lets its
guests immerse themselves in new
worlds, over and over again.

Artist Ottmar Hörl, who lives and
works in Wertheim, has set himself
the goal of making his art available to
everyone, much like a museum. The
internationally renowned artist and
professor of conceptual art is known
for the energy, efficacy and momentum of his works. His sculptures can
be found in the German Bundestag
and the White House in Washington,
as well as in Dubai and Thailand, and
more. If you want to buy a sculpture
for your own home, you can do this
via the online shop or in one of the
galleries that represents him.

Highly popular events have made the
“Schlösschen im Hofgarten” into a place of living culture. The food and
drinks are truly the icing on the cake.
“Café Sahnehäubchen” opened in
2015, and the team spoils its guests
with their charm and incredible attention to detail. In addition to breakfast,
snacks and light bistro cuisine, it’s the
cakes and tarts that really helped the
historical café to live up to its name.

“Art is indeed not the
bread but the wine of life.”
Even German author Jean Paul recognised the fact the art and enjoyment
go hand in hand.
Built in 1777 and located close to
Wertheim’s Old Town lies the dreamy
“Schlösschen im Hofgarten” [Little
Castle in the Courtyard Garden] in an
English park. The former summer
home of Count Friedrich Ludwig von
Löwenstein-Wertheim-Virneburg
is
now a treasured exhibition venue for
exceptional art collections. The collection “Paintings and Watercolours of
the Berlin Secession” delights visitors

o CHRIStMAS tREE,
o CHRIStMAS tREE
Every Advent, the Glass
Museum mesmerises visitors
with historical and contemporary Christmas tree
decorations. Visitors can
marvel at an opulent
“Biedermeier” tree,
an “Islamic light tree”
the “Wertheim glass
tree”, and more.
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The Bronnbach Monastery
ist situated in a beautiful
park. Today, it´s a place of
culture, encounter and
enjoyment.

Silhouettes, towers and domes // 15

Wertheim Castle
Modern life amid historical sites
The impessive fortress of Wertheim Castle looks out imposingly over the picturesque
old town of Wertheim. But there is far more to it.

Castle Wertheim – a place where past
and present live in harmony
Castle Wertheim is not just one of the
most imposing stone castles in
Southern Germany, but also the town’s
landmark. The 12th Century ruins sit
enthroned above the Main, Tauber
and Old Town and allow visitors to
immerse themselves in hundreds of
years of history through themed tours,
guided walks and documentation in
various different languages. Yet with
its modern, architecturally contrasting annexes, the ruins has something
to offer visitors who aren’t so interested in history. Every year, thousands
of visitors and locals climb the castle
hill to be enthralled by the magical
view over Wertheim and the surrounding area from the historic landmark.
In order to make this imposing vista
accessible for everyone – young and
old – the “Burgbähnle” has been in
operation since 2011. The small, regularly running choo choo train with a
nostalgic character takes the castle’s
visitors on an enjoyable, calming and
relaxing journey over the rooftops of
Wertheim to their destination. A journey on the “GeckoBahn” train offers a
particularly exciting experience for
younger visitors. The train runs regularly from April to October, every half
an hour.

Enjoying culture in Wertheim!
Castle Wertheim also wins visitors
over as a place where culture, events
and enjoyment come to life for all. Visitors are warmly invited to get involved in the culture, music and markets.
As such, the castle’s management
combines two basic needs - enjoyment
and entertainment - to create a harmonious overall concept. With its excellent local cuisine, the castle’s restaurant “Burg Wertheim – Events and
Restaurant” proves that a traditional
spirit and trendy creativity can easily
co-exist.

Bronnbach Monastery – A historic
place in a superb natural setting where culture, spirituality, enjoyment,
and joie de vivre come together.
Just a few minutes’ drive away from
Wertheim, you can find the Bronnbach Monastery, founded in 1153 as a
Cistercian abbey. Nestled in the picturesque Tauber Valley, the monastery
today is a place of encounters, learning, celebration and enjoying culture
as part of the “Bronnbach Culture
Tours”. Events such as concerts, exhibitions as well as wine and food tasting events regularly take place in the
grounds, which combine the romantic, gothic and baroque styles to create
an ensemble you shouldn’t miss. How
ever, if you aren’t too keen on largescale events, you can go for a spectacular walk around the monastery’s
grounds, spanning six hectares, and
leave all your cares behind before indulging in some countryside cuisine
in the Orangerie at the “Hotel Kloster
Bronnbach”.
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Inspiring
Outdoor
Activities
Regardless of whether you are
travelling by bike, on foot or in
a modern camper van –
Wertheim’s natural landscape
offers activities and relaxation
for everyone!

Wertheim’s Old Town and surroundings are
characterised by history, innovation and a
romantic idyll. Here, visitors can fi nd
everything their hearts desire: history and
art, theatre and music, ruins and castles,
churches and monasteries, as well as
warmth and indulgence. The beauty of the
Main-Tauber region invites you to take a
break or be active. Wertheim is a place for
living and experiencing.

Open landscapes beneath open skies // 17

As cycling is a remedy for the heart and the
soul, we invite you to try some of Wertheim’s
beautiful cycle paths, such as the “MainRadweg” or the 5-star premium cycle route
“The Charming Tauber Valley – The Classic” or day trips around Wertheim for some
physical activity. Given the high number of
cycle paths around, it’s no wonder that there
are two superb bike shops and stockists located in Wertheim’s Old Town. Since 1952,
the “Zweiradfachgeschäft Jürgen Baumann” has provided professional help in
everything to do with cycling. The team at
“Bike & Sports” specialises in mountain
bikes, trekking and e-bikes. As well as offering bike accessories and replacement parts,
both stores will listen to your concerns and
might even give you one or two insider tips,
cyclist to cyclist.
If you find a saddle too uncomfortable, you
can always explore the relaxing landscape
by foot. Whether you stroll along the water,
through the forests, around the meadows or
through the vineyards – the heavenly circular hiking routes, multi-day walks and
long-distance trails will get any hiking enthusiast’s heart racing. An overview of the
most popular cycling and walking tours is
shown on the hiking and cycling map
“Durch die Ferienregion Wertheim per Rad

oder zu Fuß” [Around the Holiday Region of Wertheim by Bike or on
Foot]. The map is available in the tourist information centre. In order for
your hiking experience to really “run smoothly”, the Moldan family has
been on hand with help and advice for over 30 years. Thanks to state-ofthe-art technology, as well as expert and professional advice, you can
find whatever you’re looking for in the “orthopaedics moldan”.
Outside of Wertheim and directly next door to the shopping paradise of
Wertheim Village, a truly superb experience awaits fans of caravanning,
camper vans and motorhomes. More and more travellers are feeling the
urge to set off for new shores every day whilst they’re on holiday, but
still feel free and at home. Then it’s not surprising that a paradise for
caravaners, and anyone who wants to become one, has emerged in the
heart of Germany: the Erwin Hymer World. In a space of 28,000m 2,
visitors get to know and become enchanted by the caravan lifestyle.
Of course, a visit to Wertheim is not complete without some fun for our
younger visitors. The “Freibad in den Christwiesen” open-air pool invites little mermaids and mermen to play around in the swimming, diving, leisure and paddling pools. Another must-do is a visit to the pool
shop, where Bianka Weis spoils both guests young and old with tasty
treats. After a pit stop, a volleyball court and football field are waiting to
be conquered, as well an exciting children’s play area. Another swimming paradise, which promises spa and beauty treatments, and joie de
vivre, as well as fun in the pool, is located just a few minutes’ drive away
from Wertheim. With an area of 7000m 2, the “Wonnemar Marktheidenfeld” thermal springs delight visitors with Thalasso, Kneipp and steam
baths, spa and beauty treatments, as well as imaginative activity programmes, and – thanks to the healing power of the water – take their
bathers to a world of relaxation, satisfaction and sensuality.
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River tourism in Europe is booming – yet, it’s still one of the most exciting
and relaxing ways to discover the countryside and meet new people. Its
location between Würzburg and Miltenberg makes Wertheim a popular stop
on river cruises along the Rhine, Main and Danube.

49° 45' 30.973" N
9° 30' 46.264" E *

M

ore and more people are using
this combination of a luxury hotel
and a method of transport for
sightseeing tours. In the last few years,
around 600 of the shiniest, most elegant
panorama cruise ships have docked in
Wertheim. The waterways especially open
up new options to older, less mobile visitors
and allow them to experience the unspoilt
natural and cultural landscapes as well as
Germany’s nicest residents.
Most of the passengers who travel to
Wertheim by ship are from the USA, Canada, Asia, Australia, Austria, Switzerland or
the UK – and they all love the picturesque
town where the Tauber meets the Main.
Wertheim is actually ideal for a four to six-

hour stay. The town is easy to traverse and
offers the most beautiful sightseeing opportunities within a three kilometre radius,
which can be covered either by foot or with
the help of the towns choo choo train. If you
like, you can comfortably explore Wertheim
from the port in the Old Town at your own
pace – the river will always guide you back
to your “floating hotel”. The fact that
Wertheim attracts foodies and fans of the
fi nest and most authentic specialities speaks
for itself. Other passengers, especially those
from overseas, like to visit specific places
and historic memorials – for example, remainders of Wertheim’s once thriving Jewish community or monuments they have a
personal connection to.

* Longitude and latitude of Wertheim

InFoRMAtIon
And AddRESSES ...
... also available in various
languages from:
TOURISMUS REGION
WERTHEIM GmbH
Gerbergasse 16
97877 Wertheim
Telephone: +49 93 42/9 35 09-0
info@tourismus-wertheim.de
www.tourismus-wertheim.de
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„A journey down the river
is an adventure“
Be it on the Astoria, Bacchus,
Mozart or Sivota – cruising on
the Main is far more than just a
method of transport

C

ycling, running, walking, hiking, driving – in and around Wertheim, there
are various different ways of getting
from A to B. However, none are quite as beautiful as a boat trip on the Main. It’s a good
thing that Reederei Henneberger is here to in-

vite us onto the river, thereby giving us a new
perspective. Four modern passenger ships with
large decks and a capacity of between 400 and
1000 guests offer “small” and “large” round
trips from Wertheim and Miltenberg, as well
as special trips and excursions for groups of 15
or 25 people, and of course “solo travellers”.
The regular evening cruises on the Main promise extraordinary experiences, and you can
book one of the four ships in the Henneberger
fleet for private business or group events. As a
family-run business with a soft spot for water,
the excursion and ferry company put full details of all options, departure and arrival times,
stops and routes on their website. The pretty,
bright white ships are of course heated in winter and operate all year round. If you book one
of the complete steamboat packages, you are
invited to enjoy Henneberger’s “Captain’s
Lunch”, which comes with roast pork, dumplings and red cabbage – it may not be very nautical, but it’s much more delicious and local.
But isn’t that exactly what we came here for
anyway?
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THE
ART OF
HOSPITALITY
Keep it local, keep it seasonal:
Connecting with our region’s
best in food, culinary products,
wines and delicious goods.
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O

ur home is rich in natural offerings
from its waters, fields, forests
and vineyards. The gourmet
region knows all about la dolce vita.
Here, you can meet hosts who reinterpret tradition in a modern way. The
“Goldene Adler”,, located at the heart
of Wertheim, is a picture-perfect image of a Bavarian tavern – even if it
isn’t actually in Bavaria. If you are a
visitor to the town, you can get up
close and personal with region’s
cuisine. It is for this reason that
the historic “Alte Grafschaft”
Vineyard opens its doors and
cellar to guests. The estate, dating back to 1594, fascinates
guests with excellent wines,
which can be purchased on
site, as well as through interesting tours and themed tastings. On Wert heim’s Market
Square, Gerd Frischmuth runs
his bakery, which goes back 13
generations. Visit him in his
shop! If you’re lucky, he’ll tell
you tales of his travels all
around the world as an ambassador for German baking over a
coffee and legendary pretzels.
The menu of "Dinges" shows
what region, season and bonds give in
the pots of the world. As well as international classics, the stylish restaurant also serves
local Franconian dishes. The “Paradeiser”
is a deli and enthusiastic about quality. Its
shelves will tempt you to buy jams, confectionery, chocolate, cheeses, sausages, wines
and other handmade goods – often in pretty
gift sets. Dinner at the “Hotel-Restaurant
Schwan” on the terrace next to the Main is
always a highlight. Let them spoil you while
you enjoy a glass of wine. As its name suggests, “Da Barista” revolves around the
world of coffee – they offer more than 60
legendary specialities from the bean! Why
not try them all? If it’s Italian food you’re
looking for, it’s never too far away in

Wertheim. Located outside of the
town, the “Oesterlein Vineyard”
has been working to get only the
best from its grapes for over 60
years. “Great wines emerge in the
head and grow in the vineyard” –
this is the philosophy of the experienced winemaker, who offers
their treasures in typical Franconian Bocksbeutel wine bottles.
However, it’s not just Wertheim
itself where you can explore
the culinary delights. The
Route of delights includes a
total of six route sections
that invite you to try out
the incredible delicacies.
Our partners on the route
constantly win visitors
over thanks to their perfectionism and passion for
their products and offer besides culinary highlights
delights for all senses. One
thing is certain: no visitor
will leave this delightful
and life-loving region hungry or thirsty – whether
they stay for a few hours or
a few weeks.

CAkES, CELLARS And
CULInARY tREAtS
Your guide invites you to get
to know the six sections of
the route as well as the approximately 100 affiliated
partners.
Order your personal copy at
www.route-of-delights.com
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Amazing
seasonal events

Whatever the time of year, Wertheim’s calendar of events is brimming
over with exciting sightseeing ideas, historic tours, activities, festivities
and culinary places to visit.

In March, the festival season begins with
the Easter Market. Besides Easter traditions, stalls entice visitors with indulgent
treats. Younger guests can look forward to
seeing the Easter Bunny. At the “Nightgroove” music and pub festival in April,
Wertheim becomes a Mecca for everyone
who loves listening to live music in under
the stars and wants to “swing” from one
pub concert to another. In May, the “Bronnbach Garden Days” and the “Ludwigsburg
Castle Festivals” attract many visitors. The
event schedule includes a large garden market, the majestic baroque firework shows,
plant displays, exhibitions, tours, craft sessions for children, and much more.
June belongs to Wertheim´s Castle.
Under the title “Summer at the Castle”, the town’s landmark is transformed into an inviting stage every
year for concerts, cabaret shows,
theatre performances and an openair cinema, as well as wine tastings.
In July, it’s all about wine. At the beginning of the month, the “Schöpple” invites all wine-lovers to the heart of the
Old Town to have a glass of wine and to
be mesmerised by the classy atmosphere
of the wine festival. At the end of the
month, the town welcomes visitors and
locals to its Old Town Festival. Every
street and square in the town centre
hosts celebrations and feasts. The stalls

with local delicacies for anyone who’s hungry are legendary. Speciality beers from regional and national breweries
round out the food and drinks on offer. Try a glass of a local
wine on a summer shopping trip: “Shopping & Sipping” in
August is a “wine-tasting walk” where a range of local
shops serve even more local wines – for free! In August,
guests can also experience the Wild West, when cowboys,
trappers and Indians peacefully meet at the Westernfest in
the Nassig Forest.
Another highlight of Wertheim’s event calendar is the
Michaelis Fair (Michaelismesse), which has taken place
every October for almost 200 years – a colourful fair with
an amusement park and a sales fair. Weißwurst, pretzels,
rides and much more await visitors. In October, guests can
also participate in the Tauber Valley Walking Days (Taubertäler Wandertage). The region’s towns and communities
conduct different guided walks. With interesting tours on
the topics of art and culture, conservation, local history and
economy, there’s something for everyone. The Wertheim
Farmers’ Market (Bauernmarkt), which takes place the first
weekend of November every year, is a truly unique experience. Indulge yourself in agricultural products straight from
the fields, rivers and forests (with a little help from workshops and companies).
The calendar of events finally ends in December with the
romantic and quaint Christmas Market (Weihnachtsmarkt),
which takes place in Wertheim’s Old Town. Unique to the
region is the “Wertheim Advent Calendar” (Wertheimer
Adventskalender), where a door is opened every day to reveal a new side of the town’s art, culture, music or cuisine.
During the festive period, shops and cultural sites think up
attractive sales and special offers.
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For useful information about
the event calendar, the festivals
planned and all other events
please contact:
info@tourismus-wertheim.de
+ 49 93 42/9 35 09-0
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Historical
monuments &

highlights

High above the Tauber
sits Gamburg Castle. The
castle slowly reveals all
its magic when the
evening sun falls below
the treetops and bathes
the Castle Park in a golden light.
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A trip to
Franconia’s “heaven”.

Its location on the banks
of the river Main, natural
beauty and variety are
three of many hallmarks
of Kreuzwertheim: The
scenery alternates
between ancient forests
and landscapes and
historic sightseeing spots
and museums. Amidst
beautiful countryside lies
the romantic small town –
treating its guests with
regional wine and everything that goes with it.

Many artists have tried to recreate
heaven – all they needed to do was
come to Kreuzwertheim. The
Kreuzwertheim “heaven” (Himmelreich) is a peninsula on the Main. It
can be explored in three hours on a
charming circular walking route. Its
idyllic natural beauty invites you to
stay and relax for a while. Kreuzwertheim had already been settled
by the Stone Age. When walking
through the town and Kreuzwertheim Castle, numerous buildings bear witness to its history. The
Franconian triad – woods, water
and wine – is particularly evident

here, because it is the gate to the
largest deciduous forest area in Germany – the Spessart. The Main attracted the fi rst fishermen, who established themselves here. Although
their craft died out, the wine stayed.
It’s worth taking time to check the
wines out! If you’re more interested
in hops than grapes, then head for
the Spessart brewery, which has
been brewing beer since 1809. Decide whether you enjoy the Franconian way of life over some regional
specialities in a country inn, or if
you prefer, a beer garden overlooking the romantic river landscape.
If you have a little bit of extra time,
a visit to a 300-year-old half-timbered barn – the Craftmanship and
Native Museum Prassek-Scheune –
which depicts everyday life in
Wertheim County during the 19th
and fi rst half of the 20th Centuries,
is highly recommended. The museum sees its main mission in sharing
knowledge of the customs, way of
life, living conditions and challenges of this era in an informative and
entertaining way.
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Fountains,
landscape and
medieval scenery
If you’re looking for a quaint village to spend some
entertaining hours in, look no further than cosy Külsheim
– a small medieval town close to Wertheim. Not only is the
village itself charming, it’s a place to learn about the area’s
history as well as to indulge in outdoors activities.

Külsheim, located near to Wertheim,
looks back on over 1000 years of the
town’s history. Surrounded by untouched
nature, the town lies high up in the Tauber Valley. The parish church of St. Martin,
the festival hall and Kühlsheim Castle are
all sights worth visiting on an extensive
city tour. Chapels and fountains characterise the medieval image of the town. 18
water fountains are spread out over the
restored Old Town. The reason for this
abundance is the geological location of
Külsheim. If it’s your fi rst
time in the “Fountain
City”, it’s best discovered
on
foot. The centrally located

Schlossplatz (Castle Square) is the starting
point of the guided fountain tour (information at www.kuelsheim.de). Outside of
Külsheim, picturesque footpaths from five
to 23 kilometres in length and of moderate
difficulty attract large numbers of visitors.
Beautiful viewpoints include the peak of
the Kattenberg and the vineyard “Hoher
Herrgott”. From there, you have spectacular panoramic views over the charming
Tauber Valley. Particularly popular is the
13 km Orchid Walk, where more than 55
orchid varieties and local plant species
can be discovered. Afterwards, there are
plenty of opportunities to enjoy the traditional hospitality typical of the region as
well as the high quality of Franconian cuisine in and around Külsheim.

The fountains of Külsheim
are always worth seeing.
But around the easter
season, they showcase
their delightful traditional
decoration.

It’s worth taking a look
at the www.kuelsheim.de
website before your visit.
Here, you can find
listings for various
events, tours and walks
that the town offers its
visitors.

28 // amazing placEs wortH a visit

In Freudenberg am Main, everything
that belongs together, comes together.
Narrow alleyways and quaint half-timber houses characterise the landscape
just as much as the Odenwald and the
Spessart. Sat high above the small
town by the river since the year 1200,
the “Frouwedenberch” is a witness of
the past. Today, the castle ruin is a
popular day trip destination – and
every two years a great spot for theatre
lovers. The courtyard transforms itself
into a spectacular stage. Besides the
castle, buildings such as the town hall
or the baroque guildhall, built in 1627
by Bishop of Würzburg Philipp Adolf
von Ehrenberg, make the Old Town
even more perfect. Today, the latter
houses a museum worth visiting: the

Guildhall Gallery, a collection of model ships and the “Schuhmann Collection” photography museum. The Main
Promenade, christened in 2010, is an
example of how past events can shape
the modern image of a town. For example, the meeting point on the Main
is not only used for leisure and strolls,
but also serves as flood protection. Indulgence and relaxation both play important roles in this town on the Main.
Since 1968, Freudenberg am Main has
been recognised by the state as a resort. A highlight, valued not just by
sports fans, is the fresh spring water of
the bathing lake, which invites you to
relax and refresh yourself in its waters.
Children and animal lovers will particularly love Freudenberg’s Rauch

Zoo. This private zoo is home to over
80 animals, all waiting for you to marvel at them. And when entry is free, a
visit is even more worthwhile! The
Rauch Museum can also be visited
free of charge. By 1897, Wendelin
Rauch had lain the foundations for his
furniture company in Freudenberg.
The company vividly shares his acknowledgement of tradition and the
region, as well as its history, through
the on-site “Rauch Museum”. Besides
the evolution of furniture construction, which is distinguished by nostalgia, progress, technological innovation
and its ecological awareness, visitors
can also get to know living styles representative of their respective eras.
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Cultural discoverys and
handcrafted treasures
Be it sopping or dripping, the Main Valley has many fascinating aspects, including
enthusiasm for the art of papermaking or the pounding of a tilt-hammer.

The Triefenstein monastery didn’t
just receive water from several sources
in the area when it was founded in
1102, but also from a “sopping stone”
nearby, which gave what is arguably
Triefenstein’s most well known landmark its name. Today, the site on the
Main serves as a spiritual centre and a
place of tranquillity. Visitors are welcome to leave their cares behind in the
lovingly restored monastery.
If you prefer to relax and fi nd your
peace of mind by walking or cycling,
the “Wine and Stone” and “Canon,
Landlords and Lords” cultural paths,
as well as the Main Cycling Route,
come highly recommended. Since it’s
located in Franconia, there are plenty

of opportunities to indulge in local delicacies or a cold glass of wine from
Homburg.
Besides fi rst-class wine, Homburg is
also known for its paper mill. Since
1997, the “Homburg Paper Mill Museum” has been located inside this lovingly restored industrial memorial,
which above all attracts the attention
of visitors with its eight-metre-wide
mill wheel. During a walk through the
museum’s rooms, you receive an insight into manual and early industrial
production methods, as well as the life
of a paper maker. The paper factory
that is integrated into the museum and
the small and pretty paper shop are
run by Johannes Follmer – a descen-

dant of the earlier paper maker Johann
Follmer.
Long ago, travellers, even those from
far away, could sense the beating of
the tilt-hammer, which fell onto iron
with elemental force in order to forge it
into any shape imaginable. Nowadays,
the “Kurtz Ersa Hammer Museum”,
opened in 2014, allows visitors to take
a walk through the pre-industrial era
and the history of the “Hasloch iron
hammer” – the birthplace of internationally active supplier and high-tech
company Kurtz-Ersa. Children especially love reliving their experiences in
the interactive exhibition at the moving model.
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eXPlorING tAuBer VAlleY –

A WALK THROUGH
GERMAN HISTORY
“A walk through the Tauber Valley is a walk through German history,”
wrote German folklorist Wilhelm Heinrich Riehl in 1865. He was right.
The Tauber Valley stages castles and fortresses, palaces and monasteries, dreamy
parks and – last but not least – some world-famous historical cities, monuments
and gems. Two of them are presented here.

Surrounded by impressive
stone walls, Rothenburg ob
der Tauber´s medieval old
town displays cobblestone
streets, half-timbered
houses, the heritage of
feudal times and fairy tale
romance.

A must-see for nostalgists, history and culture lovers, as well as everyone who loves
the true and beautiful. The “Gamburg”
near Wertheim in Werbach-Gamburg and
its enchanting park are amongst the most
secret parts of the Tauber Franconia region.
A tour through the knights’ hall with the
unique Barbarossa frescoes and a stroll
through the baroque Castle Park with its botanical rarities are especially worth a visit.
Finally the Hof-Café invites you to take a
little break. Here, lavender and Mediterranean plants such as palm, lemon, fig and
olive trees exude a Mediterranean flair.
Rothenburg ob der Tauber is regarded as
the embodiment of the Middle Ages. The
quaint, justifiably world-famous town
breathes history – in every single
one of its cobbled, cosy lanes,
you can hear the echo of the
past centuries again. Here,
you don’t need much
knowledge or imagination to immerse yourself
in times gone by. Käthe

Wohlfahrt’s legendary Christmas Village,
the Medieval Criminal Museum, the Tower
Trail and the romantic Nightwatchman’s
Tour are amongst the highlights of every
visit to the town. The cooks, hosts and hoteliers of the region of delights in and around
Rothenburg dedicated themselves to consistent regionality, seasonality and sustainability, so that a stay can also be counted as
a culinary highlight of every trip to Franconia. For comfortable and above all almost
seamless transport all across the region, the
Western Franconia Railway (Westfrankenbahn) was founded in 2006. Covering almost 400 kilometres, the company offers
visitors to the Franconian Main and Tauber
region around 240 trains for reliable, economical and, above all, almost completely
comprehensive “cruising” throughout their
holiday region. Especially practical: You can
take your bike with you on the trains.
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